Donald's father and mother understood how he
felt. They did not try to make him go swimming
or take boat trips on their vacations. Instead they
went to a farm or to the mountains. There Donald
could ride horseback and climb trees and play
games.
But one year he went to camp. The camp was
on a lake and all the boys went swimming. Then
Donald's troubles began.
He was ashamed to tell anyone he was afraid
of the water. The boys might make fun of him and
tease him.
So, when it was time for swimming the first day,
Donald put on his bathing suit and went down to
the lake.
All the boys were there and some girls from a
nearby camp. They were splashing and jumping
off the float and swimming in water over their
heads.
Gordon, the swimming teacher, was there, too.
Gordon was a college boy and a very good swim-
mer. But best of all he was kind and understand-
ing. He seemed to know just how other people
felt and how they liked to be treated.
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